
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Release: 2009  

Cert (UK): N/A 

Runtime: 125mins  

Directors: Rodrigo Garcia  

Cast: Naomi Watts, Annette Benning, Kerry Washington 

 

 

 
 

 

“Three mothers in need of a child. Three children, one not yet born. Three lives that are 

obscurely linked. Rodrigo Garcia has made his career with films sympathetic to the feelings 

of women, and his "Mother and Child" is so emotionally affecting because it is concerned 

only with their feelings. The storylines coil and eventually join, but that's just a narrative 

device. If these characters had no connection, their lives would be equally evocative.  

 

The film is founded on three performances by Annette Bening, Kerry Washington and 

Naomi Watts. All have rarely been better. Bening plays Karen, a caregiver at work, where 

she's a physical therapist, and at home, where she cares for her mother (Eileen Ryan). There 

will be no one to care for her: When she was 14, she gave up a child for adoption, and now 

she yearns to have that child back. This is not a film about the wisdom of adoption, 

however, but about Karen's desire for her child. 

 

Garcia, whose credits include "Things You Can Tell Just by Looking at Her" (2000) and 

"Nine Lives" (2005), has created an interwoven plot not just for the purpose of being clever. 

Each facet revolves to illuminate the others. The characters reflect aspects of the central 

dilemma of the childless mothers. It doesn't argue that all mothers require children, and 

indeed the nun may be the happiest woman here. It simply argues that these mothers 

believe that they do.”  Roger Ebert 
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